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From Rural Afghanistan,
Rugs That Support Villages

“Ethical shopping”
may become the
buzz phrase of the
year. While stores
like Home Depot
struggle with the
labor practices of
overseas vendors,
high-end retailers
like ABC Carpet & Home and others are
searching for “ethical” sources for furniture
and crafts.

Arzu, a not-for-profit collective of over 700
Afghan women in eight rural villages, left
and above, is a good example of what they're
after. Beyond fair labor wages, the money
Arzu rugs bring in provides for literacy class-
es, schools and health care, And the rugs are
glarious looking: traditional and modern pat-
terns in four collections, ranging from $3900 to
about $16,000. .

“There's a8 ‘woman-made’ craft made in
wvirtually every remote region in the world,”
sajd Connle K. Duckworth, a retired partner
of Goldman Sachs who traveled to Afghani-
stan in 2002 as part of the U.5.-Alghan Wom-
en's Council and iz now the president of Arzu,
“The key is to connect them with the biggest
consumer market in the world, which is us.”

Laura Bush, who said she was impressed
by the rugmakers' "skill and their desire to -
work and support their families” when she
was in Afganistan in 2005, has purchased two
rugs: a runner called Journey, top, from the.
Tribal Collection, for the White House, and a
custom 12-by-12-foot rug called Hope, for the
ranch in Texas, which arrived last month,
Arzu rugs can be ordered at (312) 321-8663 or
arIurugs.org. PENELOPE GREEN




